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o Though through all his life
A fool.associates with a wise-man,
He yet understands not the Dhamma,

As the spoon the flavour of soup.

T 9 wgoswed assaan, wusaeulusssiuy, unil 5 mnaauwa

From Mr.Sathienphong Wannapok, The Buddha’s Words in the Dhammapada, lesson 5 of ‘The Fool’
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Purpose

The Light of Dharma is a bilingual annual journal in Thai and English. It is
sponsored by Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation. Its content is about
the teachings and knowledge of Buddhism, stories of important characters in Buddhism
and news about Buddhist activities in Phuket, including the Phraphutthamingmongkhon
Ek-nakkhiri Project (The Big Buddha of Phuket) at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
under the supervision of Kittisangkharam Temple (Kata Temple). Our purposes are to
contribute Dharmic knowledge at the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd and through
various other medias of the foundation as well as donating copies of the magazine to
public amenities such as libraries, government organizations, charity organizations and
other suitable places in Phuket. This journal project is run by the same editorial board
that used to run a journal project of the same name, which was then sponsored by
the Phuket Buddhist Society 2007-2008. The first issue of this new journal is scheduled
to be the July-December 2016 issue.

Any libraries, education institutes, organizations and individuals who are
interested in receiving this journal for public benefits may contact the foundation by
using the contact details below.

Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation
42/14 Moo 2, Thepkasattree Rd., Rasada Sub-District, Muang District,
Phuket Province 83000
Tel 08 1891 3827, 08 1552 3790, 076 373 138-9 ; Fax 076 373 140
www.satthad5foundation.com ; Line ID : suporn37 or harin_s
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Editorial Preface

As it is known that technology in the digital era, especially blockchain has many
changes both the progress and the end of things that are inconsistent with change.

At the end of May 2022, the Phuket Municipality has signed a memorandum of
understanding (MOU) with this Phuket-based tech company and another specialized
company to study and implement the application of blockchain technology in the
development of Phuket Municipality by focusing on promoting the economy, internal
management and public participation as well. This will start creating knowledge and
understanding for the personal of the municipality and people in the area to be able
to use them.

To believe that this change will eventually cover the whole province.

How will this benefit an international tourist city like Phuket? Both the tourism
business sector, the main artery of the province, support more than ten million tourists
a year. Tens of thousands of foreigners living and working and more than four hundred
thousand people in Phuket.

In the religious sense | am interested in the birth-control-work-development
which is very accurate without the interface of blockchain technology that serves to
absorb-accumulate-process-response to phenomena or transactions of individuals
and organization. It can be seen that it has some properties similar to the system of

‘karma’ in Buddhism.

A
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PHUKET BUDDHIST ACTIVITEIS

(1) Opening the Island

13 May 2021

As the government’s schedule for opening
the country to accept foreigners on July
1%, 2021, the Phraphutthamingmongkhon
Satta 45 Foundation made various preparations
according to public health measures to
fully welcome visitors to Phuket on this
schedule.

(2) Buddhist Lent 2021

23 July 2021

This year’s Buddhist Lent Day Thai and international
religious people gradually enter the Buddha Garden
on Mt. Nakkerd early in the morning. In addition to
worshiping the Bid Buddha also listened to the monks
chanting.

(3) Big Buddha’s volunteer unit

9 August 2021

The Foundation’s volunteer unit organized
a truck to be stationed in the field hospital
for transporting the patients.

(4) Navy’s giving

12 August 2021

The Director of Civil Affairs Division of Royal Thai
Navy Area 3 Headquarters came up to worship
the Phuket Big Buddha and gave the amulet to
the residing monks.
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(5) From Sandbox to the meditation

28 August 2021

French tourists in Phuket Sandbox Project,
who visited the Buddha Garden on Mt.
Nakkerd, were interested in meditation guide
board and received training.

(6) Back home

8 September 2021

The Foundation’s volunteer unit took a
car to pick up 25 healed Burmese workers
from the field hospital return to their
accommodations.

(7) Visit and heal

2 October 2021

The Foundation’s volunteer unit went to deliver
survival bag to cured coronavirus patients at Soi
Malikaew and gave survival bag to elderly at

home alone at Surin Soi 3.

(8) Luangphor Term was promoted

10 October 2021

Luangphor Term, supervising the Big Buddha Project, the abbot
of the Kata Temple was appointed as the primate of the Muang
district.
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(9) Burmese and Mon’s Buddhist Lent Day
20 October 2021

Burmese and Mon Buddhists in Phuket went
together to make merit at the Buddha Garden
on Mt. Nakkerd in the festival of Buddhist Lent
as every year.

(10) Phuket Sandbox Tourists

3 November 2021

Two Dubai ladies the tourists who entered the Island through the
Phuket Sandbox project came up to the Buddha Garden on Mt.
Nakkerd.

S , (11) Field hospital closure

5 November 2021

The last two Covid-19 patients have
left the Phuket Rajabhat University field
hospital to return home successfully.

(12) Big Buddha Kathin ceremony

7 November 2021

Kathin Samakkhi at the Buddha Garden
of Mt. Nakkerd this year was chaired by
the head monks of the garden and Major
General Waradet Detraksa was secular
president.




(13) Luangta Bunchuen pilgrimage

19 November 2021

Luangta (senior monk) Bunchuen hiked
to Phuket and back to Nakhonphanom.
There are devotees waiting to offer
drinking along the way. The Foundation’s
truck will allocate drinking water to
those in need such as bed ridden
patients, hospital, etc.

(15) Annual ordination ceremony
28 November 2021

The annual ordination ceremony of the Phuket Big Buddha
this year two monks and one novice were born. The preceptor
was the primate of the Muang District and head of the clergy of
the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd was the teacher of them.
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(14) Vachira Hygiene

27 November 2021

The Foundation delivered
a 12,000-litre water truck with
employees to drive it into a sewer
inside the Vachira Phuket Hospital
to clean pipes and prevent cloggine.

(16) Chaloemphrakiat community support
3 December 2021

Chaloemphrakiat district, Nakhon Sithamrat,
= to bring drinking water and rice trucks to the
villagers by boat to the houses that the car
couldn’t reach.
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(17) Rice for Nakhon Sithamrat

4 December 2021

The Foundation purchasing 100 bags of rice for flooding in
Chaloemphrakiat District together with local volunteers to
give to villagers affected by floods.

(18) Helping Baan Hoknam

6 December 2021

The Foundation with civil society to help
villagers in Nakhon Sithamrat flooded area
donated bags of rice at Baan Hoknam at some
points must be transported by boat.

(19) UN visiting Phuket Big Buddha

11 December 2021

UN staff team who traveled to attend
international seminar on 16-17 December 2021
visited the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd by
the leadership of commander Yada Thiamthip
from the Center for Peace Operations Royal
Thai Armed Forces Headquarter.

(20) Prayer for the year 2022

1 January 2022

Monks prayed for good fortune on the occasion
of entering the new era 2022 at the Phuket Big
Buddha around the Vientiane Courtyard, from 21
o’clock of December 31, 2021 until the year 2022
has passed a little, Thais and foreigners in Phuket
joined the activities as usual.
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(21) Making merit in the new era

2 January 2022

Lieutenant colonel Bunruang Phonphanit, Vice president of the legal
committee justice and police senate came up to make merit to the
Phuket Big Buddha. Suporn Vanichakul, the Foundation’s chairman
welcomed, led a tour of the Buddha Garden giving the history of the

construction project.

(22) For Roi-et

i 21-22 January 2022

Luangta Bunchuen returned to Roi-et. The
: Phuket Big Buddha’s truck carriage followed
! and brought drinking water that Luangta
received from the devotees along the way
to Thawatburi Hospital, Thawatburi District
Hospital, Phonthong District, and Baan
Nongmek School in Roi-et, total weight 7 tons,
according to Luangta intention.

(23) Guided meditation

24 January 2022

Khun Wi tourism businesswoman in Phuket
used to worship the Big Buddha and studied
meditation spending free time during the Covid
crisis volunteered to lead tourists interested in
practicing “7 minutes to make happiness” at the
Big Buddha Hall according to the advice of Suporn

Vanichakul, the Foundation’s chairman.

(24) For Students

4 February 2022

Suporn Vanichakul, chairman of the Foundation and
a committee of Wat Latthiwanaram School sent
representative to give twenty scholarships, 500 Baht
each, to students on the occasion of the National
Children’s Day 2022.
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(25) From Ukraine

13 February 2022

Ukraine husband and wife visited the Buddha
Garden on Mt. Nakkerd tried the meditation practice
“7 minutes to make happiness’” and had conversation
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(26) Magha Puja Day
16 February 2022
Magha Puja Day this year as usual, Thai and

with Suporn, president of the Foundation, about
Buddhist practices.

foreign religious people went up to pay homage § :
to the Phuket Big Buddha and got the light waving
rite ‘Vientiane’, listened to the monks praying in
front of the Big Buddha.

(27) Helping hill tribes

27 February 2022

Representative of the Foundation together with monks from the
Tham Dongyang Park, Sisaket, and the community to improve the
way up to the Maefahluang Mt. Thai Community Learning Center,
Maesong Subdistrict, Tak since January 20, 2022, the mission has been
completed.

(28) For Komaraphat

6 March 2022

Representative of the Foundation brought
90 bags of consumer goods to Komaraphat
Community as requested for help due to the
Covid situation, with Adisorn Sawatdee from
the Damrongdhama Center of Phuket joining
in the delivery.
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(29) For the new monks

7 March 2022

The Foundation organized a shuttle bus for 33
new monks, who were ordained to dedicated
merit at the province’s annual event, by receiving
from the temple to alms round to the village
community of Cherng Thale.

(30) Imagination on the Bodhi Leaf

8 March 2022

An Estonian family came up to the Buddha
_ Garden on Mt. Nakkerd to make merit by
donating brass Bodhi Leaves. Three children
intently drew their imaginations on the both
sides happily. These Bodhi leaves will be cast
as religious objects to decorate within the
garden, in which the donor will write their
name or prayer.

(31) Peace

9 March 2022

Since the unrest in Ukraine at the end of February
2022, international tourists who went up to the
Phuket Big Buddha and make merit with brass bodhi
leaves and always write a message calling for peace
on the Bodhi leaves. May peace come back soon.

(32) Helping together

11 March 2022

Damrongdhama Center of Phuket joined the Foundation
. to give survival bags and financial assistance to people
. who were in trouble in the Covid situation.
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(33) Thepkrasattri Ceremony

12 March 2022

The Foundation organized foods and beverages to join in the
alms booth for monks and serve those who join in the annual
worshipping ceremony for the ancestors of Thalang people at the

Wat Muangkomaraphat.

(34) Further assistance
7 April 2022
The Foundation staff compiled the list of 20 =

people affected by Covid crisis who asked for |
basic help through the Damrongdhama Center

of Phuket to give them the survival bags.

(35) Buddha Garden hygiene

12 April 2022

Before Songkran Day the local public health
agency has inspected the condition of public toilets
serving tourists at Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd
which passed the criteria to consider according to
the standard.

(36) Pay homage to the Big Buddha

20 April 2022

Admiral Chatchai Srivarakhan, former navy commander,
came up to pay homage to the Phuket Big Buddha.
Suporn Vanichakul, president of the Foundation,
guided and explained the Big Buddha project and

invited them to join the meditation practice “7 minutes

to happiness”.
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(37) Judge’s visit

23 April 2022

Suporn Vanichakul, president of the Foundation
welcomed Theeraphol Mitprayoon, Chief
Justice of the Phuket Juvenile and Family
Court which came to pay homage to the
Big Buddha by taking tour of the place and
described the history of the Big Buddha project.

(38) Professor meditating

5 May 2022

Professor Sebastian Renee, a famous French scientist and
writer, came to visit the Buddha Garden on Mt. Nakkerd. He
tried the meditation practice ‘7 minutes to happiness’ and
asked to record the teaching clip. He pleased to read the
Dharma book, obtained from here, to further study and share

with those who are interested.

(39) For Srisuthat community

6 May 2022

The Foundation organized 159 survival bags
to join the Damrongdhama Center of Phuket,
Phuket Municipality and the community leader to
distribute to the people of Srisuthat Community

who have suffered an hardship in living.

:l (40) Meditation practice
14 May 2022
Visitors from Australia, Russia, Ukraine and Saudi

Arabia came up to Buddha Garden on Mt. Narkkerd.

They joined in making merit, practiced meditation and
received the book “What did the Buddha teach ?”
(written by the 19" Patriarch of Thailand)

N
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LIGHT OF POCHANA

From a diary

Pochana Chandrasonti

There is a big difference between freedom and simplicity
Which, even by the external symptoms, will look very similar
Freedom is profound and let loose, clear and full of wisdom. But knowing the limitations and
potential of each.
Therefore it acts independently.
While negligence is lax and lacks wisdom and full of arrogance.
At the same time hold on and full of arrogance.
Freedom soars in the sky as it is firmly attached to the land.
Being humble because of knowing the limitations of things, the possibilities and the impossible.
And only in a state of freedom can true creation arise.

Not a great thing, but sincere and simple, clear and profound.

I
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LIGHT OF SIAM

Monuments of the Buddha in Siam(#2)

Prince Damrong Rajanubhab

Translated to English : Sulak Sivaraksa and A.B. Griswold

Fourth period: the Ceylon Order

The history of the establishment of the Ceylon Order in Siam begins in B.E. 1696
(1153 A.D.) when King Parakramabahu was reigning over Ceylon'. This monarch may be
regarded as one of the greatest kings in the history of Ceylon; he was strong enough to
conquer the Tamil states; and as a supporter of Buddhism he followed the example of
King Asoka. He invited the Mahathera Kassapa to preside over a council to reform the
monkhood (the Seventh Council according to the reckoning of the southern school of
Buddhism), to standardize the regulations of conduct among the various communities,
and unite the Order into single sect again®. As a result the Buddhist religion in Ceylon
regained its lustre.

When the news of the reform reached Burma, Ramannanesa and Siam, many
monks from those countries went to Ceylon to learn about it. They were impressed
by the practices of the Sinhalese monks and wanted to introduce the reforms into
their own countries. At first the Sinhalese monks were opposed to the plan, on the
ground that the monastic practices in different countries had grown divergent over a
long period of time, so they stipulated that the monks from foreign countries should
first be reordained in the united Ceylon sect. To this the foreign monks agreed. Hence
the first re-ordination ceremonies in Buddhist history were performed.

The foreign monks stayed long enough to make a thorough study of the
Doctrine and the Discipline according to the Ceylon school. Then they returned to
their own countries, some of them bringing Sinhalese monks with them. When they
reached home their fellow-countrymen could see for themselves that the monks of
the Ceylon Order were strict in their observance of the doctrine and the Discipline. In
Burma, Ramannadesa and Siam, as well as Lan Na, Lan Chang and Cambodia, the lay
people were more and more filled with zeal as time went on, and had their sons and
grandsons ordained in the Ceylon Order. This, in brief, is how the Ceylon Order came
to be established in this countries.
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Book cover : Monuments of the Buddha in Siam

It seems the Ceylon Order was introduced into Siam around B.E. 1800 (say 1250
A.D.), It was first established at Nagara Sri Dharmaraja by Siamese monks who had return
from Ceylon after being re-ordained there. These monks invited their Sinhalese brethren
to help them rebuild the Mahadhatu (the Monument of the Great Relic) in that city
and give it the form of the Sinhalese stupa which it now has. When the renown of the
Ceylon Order reached Sukhodaya, where the dynasty of Pra Ruang was reigning, the
King, filled with Zeal, invited a senior monk belonging to that Order to come to his
capital. From that time on, the Order flourished greatlyin Siam. This is reflected in the
inscription of King Ram Kamheng, dating from shortly after B.E. 1820 (1827 A.D.)’, which
says : ‘West of this city of Sukhodaya is the Arannika (forest-monastery), built by King
Ram Kamheng as a gift to the Mahathera Sangharaja, the sage who has studied the
scriptures from beginning to end, who is wiser than any other monk in the kingdom,
and who has come here from the city of Sri Dharmaraja.”.’
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In Siam after the introduction of the Ceylon Order the Mahayana gradually
declined and finally disappeared. As a result all the monks in the country belonged
to the Hinayana school. At first they were devided into two sects, those ordained with
the old rites, and those ordained with the Sinhalese rites,but eventually they were
united in a single sect. The same is true of the monkhood in Burma, Ramannadesa
and Cambodia. In Ramannadesa, as we know from the Kalyani inscription of King
Ramadhipati Sri Pitakadhara of Hamsavati, the two sects were united in compliance
with a royal decree’, but there is much evidence to show that in Siam they came
together voluntarily. To make this clear will require a rather long explanation, which
we trust the reader will not find tiresome.

It appears from the inscriptions of Sukhodaya and Chieng Mai that the
monks of the Ceylon Sect lived in monasteries in the forest. When we examine the two
places we see that the statement is true. While all the big monasteries which contained
monuments of importance to the polity, such as the Mahadhatu at Sukhodaya and
Cetiya Luang at Chieng Mai, are located in town, there are also groups of monasteries
of another sort, medium in size and located about four kilometers from the town. The
chief establishments of the Ceylon sect, such as the Mango Grove Monastery where
the Mahasvami Sangharaja of Sukhodya resided, and the Red Forest Monastery which
was the residence of the Sangharaja of Chieng Mai®, were built in forested places of
the sort mentioned above, secluded from the centers of population but still close
enough to the town for the monks to go there on foot to collect alms. All this shows
that while the monks of the Old Sect lived in big monasteries in town, those of the
Ceylon Sect avoided the neighbourhood of populated places, believing it important
to be content with very little and to live in solitude. The lay people who had faith
in them built forest hermitages for them; and when the monks in the Ceylon Sect
increased in number the hermitages were expanded into forest monasteries. That is
why so many monasteries were strewn about the countryside.

In reality the monks of both sects belonged to the Hinayana school, but there
were several differences in practice between them which prevented them from joining
together in the performance of certain rites’. The chief point of difference, traces of
which can still be observed today, was that the members of the Old Sect recited the
Dharma in Sanskrit (survival of the practice during the period of Khmer rule), whereas
the Ceylon Sect recited it in Pali. This was one difficulty; another was that the monks of
the Ceylon Sect held aloof from the Old Siamese Sect, whose practice they probably
considered indiscriminate and contaminated by long association with the Mahayana,
so that they were unwilling to perform the rites jointly with them. That is why the two
sects remained separate for some time both at Sukhodaya and at Chieng Mai®. The
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reason why they eventually merged, it may be surmised, was that more and more
persons of influence joined the Ceylon Sect for ordition and study, and people in
general followed their example. As the Ceylon Sect gained in numbers, the Old Sect
declined in importance, until at last it had to merge with the Ceylon Sect. The both
sides made compromises to effect the merger may be seen from two observations.

High relief sculpture of King Parakramabahu at Polonnaruwa the old capital city of Ceylon

In the ordination ceremony, as it is still generally performed today, they
candidate takes the Three Refuges first in Pali, Buddhan saranan gacchani, and then
in Saskrit, Buddham saranumgacchami.’” This is because the Ceylon Sect used Pali
in reciting, whereas the Old Sect used Sanskrit. So as to complete the ordination in
accordance with the rites of both sects, the candidate had to take the Three Refuges
in both languages.

The second observation concern the sima boundary-stones of an uposathagara

(ordination hall)*

. Ever since the Sukhodaya period, right up to the present time, those
in Royal monasteries'' are set up in pairs, whereas in ordinary monasteries they are
single slabs'™. It may be surmised that originally a single boundary-stone set up at each
of the required points was sufficient for all kinds of monasteries. But when the monks

of the Ceylon Sect raised objections to the practices of the Old Siamese Sect, they
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would naturally object to the method used by the Old Sect for setting up boundary-
stones” and refuse to perform ordinations and other rites in their monasteries, This
might be awkward for people who were accustomed to having their relatives ordained
in @ monastery to which the family made regular benefactions, or who wanted them
to stay in a monastery near home where the family could support them more easily.
Probably for reasons of this sort the King invited the monks of the Ceylon Order to
add a new set of boundary-stones to the uposathagaras in the Royal monasteries so
that members of both sects could perform the rites in them. In this case a new bound-
ary-stone was set up beside each of the old ones. It is mostly in Royal monasteries
that the uposathagaras have double sima boundary-stones™.

As the Ceylon Order in Siam gained in lustre, the Siamese adopted its monastic
practices as well as its doctrine. In building religious monuments,for example, they
built them in Sinhalese style. They replaced Sanskrit with Pali in reciting the Doctrine,
and the study of Pali flourished. This may be seen from the Traibhumi of Pra Ruang
written by King Mahadharmaraja of Sokhodaya (Brana Lidaya), the introduction to
which refers to many Canonicalbooks, as well as the names of numerous scholars,
both monks and layman, whom the author consulted".

After the monkhood was united into a single sect it still consisted of two
groups which,as in Ceylon, were distinguished from each other by the duties in which
they specialized. One group specialized in ganthadhura, literary ‘the obligationof the
books’, i.e. learning Pali and studying the Buddha’s words as recorded in the Cannon;
and as they usually lived in town monasteries which were centers of study, they were
called Gamavasi'’. The other group specialized in vipassanadhura, ‘the obligation of
introspection’, i.e. engaging in deep meditation in quest of enlishtenment; and as they
usually lived in forest monasteries they were called Arannavasi, ‘forest-dwellers’"’.
Both groups, however, belonged to the same sect.

When the Siamese adopted the Sinhalese form of Buddhism they did not
drop all their former observances, even though some of these were based on other
religions. As we have said, the Siamese like to choose whatever is of practical use.
State ceremonies based on Brahmanical beliefs, which are no concern of Buddhism,
continued to be performed as before. They study of Sanskrit, which had supplied so
many loan-words to the Siamese language, was not abandoned. Certain usages adopted
from Ceylon were modified to accord with Siamese practice, for example Pali texts
were written in Khmer script'®. New types of Buddhist monument were developed,
such as the form of reliquary tower which is characteristic of Sukhodaya".
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The form of Buddhism practiced in Siam from the Sukhodaya period right down
to the end of the Ayudhya period can really be regarded as constituting a special
Siamese Order. When a long series of troubles in Ceylon brought the monkhood
there to the verge of extinction, an appeal was sent to Siam for help, whereupon a
chapter of Siamese monks headed by the Venerable Upali went to Ceylon to perform
ordinations and reestablish the succession®. The order they brought into being, which
is still in existence today, is known as Syamavamsa or Upalivamsa Sect.

(to be continued)

' For Parakramabahu | (r. 1153-1188 A.D.), see the University of Ceylon’s History of Ceylon, Colombo, 1960,
pp, 461-506. (A.B.G.)

The author remarks in a footnote that the Tamnan Sangayana places this Council in B.E. 1587 (1044 A.D.),
an earlier date than the Ceylon histories give. According to the University of Ceylon’s History of Ceylon (p. 569)
it was held in 1165 A.D. During the wars with the Tamils the Order had become disrupted and disorganized,
discipline was lax, and the monkhood had split into various sects and factions. The Mahavihara was regarded as
the repository of the most orthodox tradition, but even within it there were dissident factions. Two other great
monasteries, the Abhayagiri and the Jatavana, held divergent views. The unworthy monks were expelled from
the Order; a code of disciplinary rules was drawn up for those who remained; the factions within the Mahavihara
were reconciled; and finally all the communities were united under the Mahavihara. See op. cit., pp. 567-9 and
585. This Council was apparently not charged with the task of revising the texts of Tripitaka. (A.B.G.)

® The date of this inscription is really equivalent to 1292 A.D. (A.B.G.)

~

See JSS 59/2, p. 212. There is no definite evidence in the inscription of anywhere else to show that this monk
belonged to the Ceylon Order. Prince Damrong’s guess to that effect is plausible, but not necessarily right; JSS
60/1. P. 51, also p. 67 note 10. (A.B.G.)

For the inscription see Taw Sein Ko, The Kalayani Inscription erected by Dhammaceti at Pegu in 1476 A.D., Ran-
goon, 1892. This king is usually known as Dhammacetiya. (A.B.G.)

According to the usual rule a ‘forest monasteries’ has to be at least 500 bow-lengths (about a kilometer) from
the nearest town or village. The Mango Glove Monastery is about one kilometer west of Sukhodaya; for the
Mahasami Sangharaja who was installed there in 1361, see JSS 61/1, pp. 169-167. The Red Forest Monastery is
about 2 kilometers from the Chieng Mai city wall. (A.B.G.)

sanghakamma, ‘acts of the Sangha’, i.e. the rites of ordination, uposatha and pavarana, performed by a chapter
of monks assembled in solemn conclave. (A.G.B.)

But cf. the author’s observation that there are no images of Bodhisattvas of Northern Siam, by which he seems
to imply that the Mahayana had never been practiced there (A.B.G.)

H.R.H. Prince Vajiranana Varorasa, who was Supreme Patriarch in the sixth Reign, abolished this practice. In the
ordination ceremony the candidate now takes the Three Refuges in Pali only. (D.R.)

The sima boundary-stones are the eight slabs of stone set upright around the uposathagara at the car-
dinal and sub-cardinal points, plus one buried in the center. When they are ‘single’, there is only one
at each point; when ‘double’, there is a pair of them at each point. If ordinations and other ceremony

held in in the uposathagara are to be valid, the sima boundary-stones must be set in place according to
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a complex formular and accompanied by the proper ceremony. See Taw Sein Ko, The Kalyani Inscriptions,
op. cit. (AB.G)

The Royal monasteries are those built by the Royal bounty or placed under the King’s patronage. (A.B.G.)

At Wat Kao Rung Reng, and at many important monasteries in Chieng Mai, there are triple boundary-stones. (D.R.)
i.e. they would question whether the rites had been properly performed when the boundary-stones were set in
place. If they had not, then ordinations performed in the uposatthagara would not be valid. (A.B.G.)

When | suggested this hypothesis to the Prince Patriarch Vajiranana Varorasa, he agreed with it and asked me
to put it in writing for publication. As the triple boundary-stones in some monasteries, they are  probably due
to the members of another Ceylon Sect who came later and objected to the method used by the first Ceylon
Sect in installing boundary-stones, which made it necessary to install still another set. (D.R.) The leared author
is almost certainly referring to the reformed Ceylon Sect which became active at Chieng Mai in the mid-15th
century. The disputes they raised about sima boundary-stones are recounted at length in Mulasasana. (A.B.G.)
The Royal Library has published this book, which is the oldest surviving text in Siamese except for the inscriptions.
(D.R.) Cf. above, note 25. Mr. Archaimbault has recently made a French translation of this book, which is now in
the press. (A.B.G)

Literally ‘village-dwellers’. They were also known as Nagaravasi, town-dwellers. (A.B.G.)

In Ceylon they called Vanavasi, apparently because Ceylon is a mountainous island, and in general as soon
as a person goes outside of a town he finds himself in the jungle. As these monks live in the jungle they are
called Vanavasi. (D.R.) According to the Pali dictionaries both aranna and vana mean ‘forest’, though aranna can
also have the more general meaning of ‘solitute’. In Siamese poetry, however,the word bnam or banam (both
written Wul) can mean either ‘mountain’ or ‘forest” (bnam is the Khmer word for a mountain, while banam
is bollowed from Pali vanam, the inflected form of vana), so vanavasi could by extension be understood as
‘mountain-dweller’. (A.B.G.)

Sanskrit and Pali were generally written in the script of the country where they were intended to be read. In
Cambodia, Sanskrit was written in Khmer script, and in Ceylon Pali was written in Sinhalese script. Probably the
Khmer script was used for Sanskrit at Sukhodaya before the invention of the Siamese script in 1283 A.D. (for the
date, see JSS 59/2, p. 217), and continued to be used for that purpose afterward. It would therefore be natural
to use it for Pali; and this usage continued in Siam up to modern time. (A.B.G.)

¥ The ;lotus-bud’ tower, also called Wwidlne or wagnsanut 1T,

This was in 1750, during the reign of King Paramakosa of Siam. For further information, see An Account of King
Kirti Sri’s Embassy to Siam in 1672 Saka (1750 A.D.), translated from Sinhalese by P.E. Pieris, Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, Ceylon Branch, Vol. XVIIl, No. 54, 1903, p. 17ff.; also Copleston, Buddhism in Magadha and in
Ceylon, London, 1892, pp. 405-411. (A.B.G.)
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Remembrance The Royal Grace

Harin Sukavat

With his highness kindness of King Rama X,
as was the Crown Prince, permitted Pol.Lt.Gen.
Somkhuan Harikun led Suporn Vanichakul, president of
the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation,
to have an audience with royalty after he finished the
royal duties at Wat Chaithararam Phuket City on July
23" 2002 for presentation the Buddha model, five
inches long measure, as in the building Big Buddha
project on Mt. Nakkerd. Pol.Lt.Gen. Somkhuan informed
the Crown Prince that Suporn was the representative
of the Big Buddha project to offer the King Rama IX.
The Crown Prince asked Suporn where the Big Buddha
will be. Suporn informed him the Big Buddha will be
built on Mt. Nakkerd.

Regarding to the event Ms. Anchalee Vanit
Theppabut, representative of Phuket, respectfully
informed the supreme patriarch who brought the relics
from Sri Lanka to invite to establish at Wat Chaithararam.
The King Rama IX was pleased to the Crown Prince
to go for containing the relics into the Phramahathat
Pagoda at Wat Chaithararam on September 23 2002

above.

LIGHT OF SIGNS

The Crown Prince received the
Buddha model from Suporn

Vanichakul.

The Brass Buddha image, 5.49
meters long measure and 12.19
high, which was completed in
2005 A.D. enshrined together with
the Big Buddha at Buddha Garden
on Mt. Nakkerd.s

The event was propitious to the Phuket Big Buddha project, as the royal grace

to Phuket people who united in action and spirit for the project, in the 20 years

anniversary of the Phraphutthamingmongkhon Sattha 45 Foundation in this year.

N
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LIGHT OF MOTHERHOOD

Bhikkhunists Historic Meeting’

Uksonsri

The scene of the first Buddhism Meeting about the Bhikkhunists by Bhikkhunists
was The First International Buddhist Nuns Conference in Bodhgaya 1987 A.D. There
were three co-organizers, One, Bhikkhuni Kamma Lekshae Somo an American who was
ordained a novice into the Tibetan Sect and even tough later she was ordained into
the Korea Buddhist branch, she still wears the Tibetan’s Robes. The second, Bhikkhuni
Aya-khema was ordained at Seelai Temple in the USA. The third, Associate Professor
Dr.Chatsuman Kabilsing who was ordained a novice on 2001 A.D. and was later ordained
to be a Bhikkhuni in Sri Lanka in 2003 A.D. (named Bhikkhuni Dhammananda - Editor).
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Buddha Savika Newsletter, issue 79 (4/2564)
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The first International Buddhist Nuns Conference held at Bodh Gaya, India, February 11-17, 1987

The next meeting, arranged by The Women and Youth Study Center and their
president Dr.Chatsuman, was held at Thammasat University in 1991 A.D. She thought
that the meeting should be expanded to garner more support and suggested the
meeting for female Buddhists, include Bhikkhunists, nuns and laywoman as well.

Bhikkhuni Kamma Lekshae thought that the meeting should be for the Bhik-
khunis only. So Dr.Chatsuman convened the international meeting for the Buddhist
women, the topic being “The Buddhist woman” for participation of Bhikkhunists and
laywomen. The thirteen Korean Bhikkhunists, led by the Korean Bhikkhunist, and all
two hundred participants, came to join the event.

The third meeting was held in Sri Lanka with the topic being “The Third Meeting
of Sakya Daughter”. This was a complete meeting of the international Buddhist women,
the first being in 1987 A.D. with the second taking place in 1991 A.D.

The Sakya Daughter meeting was then held in several countries, every two
years, before returning to Thailand and being held at Sathira Dhammasathan by Nun
Sansanee.

This is the necessary background to show the perspective for the readers.

In 1988 A.D., the Po Guang Shan, a branch of the Buddhist Institute with its
center in Taiwan, held the first Buddhist Bhikkhunist ordination in Buddhist history, at
Seelai Temple in Los Angeles. There were more than one hundred and forty women
and young girl novices including two women who travelled from Thailand to have their
ordination there. This ordination unfortunately, could not start official ordinations in
other countries because the Thai Theravada does not accept these events due to the
differences between sects.
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The second International Buddhist Women Conference held in Thailand in 1991

In 1996 A.D. the Korean Bhikkhu hosted the ordination of thirty women and
laywomen, at Sarnath in India.

Bhantesivali Sri Lanka Bhikkhu the secretary of the Mahabodhi Association of
India, centered in Calcutta, called the ordination the first Bhikkhunist ordination of Sri
Lanka. He described the Bhikkhunists as a “Meeting of the past, the present and the
future,” celebrating 25 years of Sri Lanka’s Bhikkhunists.

In 2021 A.D., the event was held online via Zoom and YouTube Live, on the
17th to the 19th of November.

The next conference held in Sri Lanka, called Sakyadhita (Sakya’s daughter-editor)

the third International
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Prof. Phimlenthra gave the Mahabothi Committee barely two months to prepare
for the event and to honorably invite the international Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunists to
attend.

The participating senior monks such as Master Suchato the Luangpu Cha’s
disciple, living in Australia, supported the Bhikkhunists ordination. Master Bothi Maha
Thera who lived in Sri Lanka for many years and now lives in America, came to deliver
a speech encouraging the work of the team and the entire attendees who, just as
Bhikkhunists, should be in the present moment.

Amongst the Bhikkhunists was Tathaloka the American, who joined the event
from the beginning, and Luangmae Dhammananda (Dr.Chatsuman Kabilsing — Editor)
who made the opening speech, the ‘presidential speech’. It became the keynote
speech, to most throughout Thailand. Her speech was about acceptance and afterwards
a teacher of Buddhism from Calcutta University asked her to translate her speech into
Hindi.

Amongst the Bhikkhunist participants were three Senior Theris, American Master
Tadhaloka, Vietnamese Master Dr.Lewfub Viditadhamma and Santini Indonesian Bhik-
khunist. Also attending was Luangmae Dhammananda (Thai) and Sri Lankan Bhikkhunist
Bodhijitta who was stationed in Australia. These five Bhikkhunists attended this historic
meeting.

The online followers could see the many roles the Bhikkhunists, performed
which made them realize that the Bhikkhunists have the ability to adapt themselves
into the world of today.

The participation of the Theravada Bhikkhunists at this meeting revealed the
outstanding cooperation in their work.

There was satisfaction for the senior monks who understood the Buddha’s
announcement of, “The Four Buddhist Companies” (which included the Bhikkhunist)
from the beginning of Buddha’s time.

The gathering of the Bhikkhunists, Theravada branch, founded “United Thera-
vada Bhikkhuni Sangha International” at this meeting, in the full moon of Lunar 12th
Month or November 19th 2021 A.D.

As well as the Bhikkhunist’s activities there were presentations highlighting the
work of the laywomen who helped establish Theravada Bhikkhunist, over the past two
decades. One was Madam Runchani de Silva from Sri Lanka for whom an Australian
Bhikkhunist wrote her Biography, the other, Dr.Hae-ma Khunadilok. Both have been
friends of the Dhammananda since 1987 A.D., the beginning of Bhikkhunist works.

There were sixteen Speakers during the afternoon of the 19th. Dr.Lewfub shared
the roles of moderator and speaker with Dhammananda. In the first period Dr.Lewfub
(as moderator) welcomed seven speakers, including Dhammananda, who spoke of the
important duties, of those ordained, to study Canon law.
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After Dhammananda made the speech she took the role of moderator and
invited Dr.Lewfub to speak about the management of her Bhikkhunist Temple in
Vietnam. This interesting speech was about the path for those wishing to be ordained.
The first step involves staying in the temple for two months to become laywoman.
Three months later the laywoman will cut her hair and become an Anagarika (homeless
one) before being ordinated to female novice. Then the female novice must learn and
practice for four years before ordination to be Bhikkhunist. Dr.Lewfub explained about
the work involved, such as teaching, taking care of the temple including the temple’s
account. Her presentation could be the model of a good Bhikkhunist Temple.

Due to the morning presentations running late, the afternoon’s nine speakers,
had to have their times shaved to fit everyone in. An Indian Bhikkhunist from Pu-ne,
who asked to speak in Hindi, told about the difficulty trying to found a temple there.
She spoke with passion until she was overcome with emotion. She required her disciple
to join her to help her finish her speech. All Bhikkhunists from other countries felt her
suffering with one attendee asking that she be given a break to compose herself, but
the moderator, Dhammananda, said that the crying and emotion shown should be
witnessed, as this meeting was for the Bhikkhus and Bhikkhunists and to understand
that we all share in each others suffering.

W}

Bhikkhuni Dhammananda Bhantesivali Sri Lanka Bhikkhu

At the end of the event, 6 p.m. India local time, 7:30 p.m. in Thailand, the
Dhammananda’s disciples brought the Krathong (floating basket - Editor) to her and
Bhikkhunist Paripunna (who helped her to bring the program online) Then, whilst praying
together, they set it afloat upon the water (as a symbol of “the end” - Editor).

This important Buddhist meeting ended in a timely manner. Bhikkhunist
Dhammananda taking six and half-hours and required the Buddhist attendees to
stay seated throughout the complete meeting. This was an event in the Theravada’s
Bhikkhunist inheritance that must be recorded for history.

* From “The cover story”, Buddha Savika Newsletter Issue 79(4/2564) ISSN 1685-8611, p.1-3
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THREE LOTUSES

SPEAKING

The foolish like to argue;
They only create conflicts and contradictions,
Instead of gaining knowledge.
The clever like to ask.
They create relationship
And gain knowledge.
The wise tend to remain silent;
They observe deeply.
And propose the appropriate.
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Chai Na Pol A., The Foolish The Clever The Wise (27th edition), Sayam Publishing House, P. 31, 2016



